MASTER OF EDUCATION
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

2021-2022

COURSE OVERVIEW

WHO SHOULD APPLY

This degree is aimed at researchers wanting to
understand and strengthen environmental education
practice, transformative learning and Education for
Sustainable Development.

The degree is designed for practising environmental
education, training and development practitioners.
These include (but are not limited to) teachers with
various subject specialisms, lecturers and other
adult educators, curriculum or resource developers,
journalists, writers, researchers, conservationists,
activists, development workers, and social learning
facilitators.

New researchers will join a vibrant group of
postgraduate researchers in a suite of programmes
researching how education can be re-oriented towards
creative agency, sustainable futures, capabilities
development and social-ecological justice. Integral
to these programmes is a critical perspective on
educational quality and relevance.
Master’s researchers will participate in a structured
programme giving insight into cross-cutting concerns
in diverse educational contexts (school, higher
education, training for a green economy, development,
education and training in government, parastatal and
NGO contexts, citizen science and more).

HOME OF THE COURSE
This programme is presented by the Environmental
Learning Research Centre. The centre hosts two
research chairs, which are housed within the Rhodes
University Faculty of Education.
The Centre runs a number of research programmes
focusing on three main research areas:
•
•
•

Educational Quality and Relevance in Formal Education
contexts;
Community Education and Social Learning; and
Green Skills, Workplace Learning and Sustainability
Practices.

Within these three broader research programmes
scholars can work with a range of research topics, these
include, but are not limited to, topics such as curriculum
research in schools, heritage and indigenous knowledge
in education for sustainable development, citizen
science education, workplace-based learning, and
transformative learning processes in community and
other learning contexts.
The Centre is also associated with the Rhodes University
Makana Regional Centre of Expertise in Education for
Sustainable Development (a UNU recognised Centre of
Excellence hosted by the Faculty of Education). Rhodes
University’s Faculty of Education is a Tier 1 Institution in
the UNESCO International Teacher Education Network
focusing on Education and Sustainable Development.

NOTE: The degree’s emphasis is on Environmental
Education and educational research. Students work
in educational contexts responding to diverse socioecological challenges (biodiversity conservation,
climate change, conservation, water and resource
management and more). However, the course should
not be confused with courses offered elsewhere on
Environmental Studies where the emphasis may lie
more on environmental issues per se.
This degree requires high levels of self-motivation
and commitment and it is essential to have a
considerable amount of time, beyond the formally
scheduled sessions, for wide reading and self-study.
Research is often work-based and will require you
to engage reflexively with theory and practice, in
practice. It is also important to be computer literate
before taking this degree, and you need access to
computer facilities at home or in your workplace to
complete the degree successfully.

COURSE MODEL
This master’s qualification is examined via a full thesis
(of up to 150 pages). All students are expected to
attend compulsory, structured contact sessions. These
sessions use lectures, excursions and collaborative
tasks to develop ideas for students to apply to their
own specific research complexities, challenges and
possibilities in the field of environmental education.
THE COURSE CAN BE COMPLETED
FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME
The full time option includes five compulsory five-day
contact sessions (one of these is the faculty research
design course). In between sessions, students work
on research tutorials and attend a weekly Wednesday
seminar.
Part-time students will attend the same compulsory
contact sessions as the full-time students in Year 1.
They need to have made satisfactory progress on their
research proposals by the end of Year 1 in order to
continue to Year 2. In Year 2, part-time students attend
four research-based contact sessions and complete
a series of research design tutorials to support the
research process.

Session 1 for 2021 will run from 8 - 12 March.

CURRICULUM
YEAR 1
The first two contact sessions (and research design
course) in Year 1 are developed around three broad
themes with context specific applications:
THEME 1
SOCIAL-ECOLOGICAL RELATIONSHIPS
• Society, Science and Sustainability
• Ethics and Educational Practice
THEME 2
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION, TEACHING AND
LEARNING
• Access, Quality, Inclusion and Relevance
• Transformative Learning and Learning
Support Processes

THEME 3
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND LEARNING
RESEARCH
•
Methodology, Design and Practice
•
Monitoring and Evaluation
The last two contact sessions of Year 1 are
developed to support specific foci within different
environmental education and learning practices.
These foci are designed in collaboration with
students and based on student interests, research
programme needs and supervisor availability. For
example, sessions might include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Indigenous knowledge and environmental learning
Policy, programme and curriculum development
Citizen science learning
Training in and for a green economy
Expansive learning in community contexts
Monitoring and evaluation of environmental
learning programmes

YEAR 2
The Year 2 research-based sessions will closely follow
the research process and provide structured research
design and chapter writing sessions. The sessions
include enrichment opportunities where students
hear from other postgraduates in the programme
and are encouraged to attend seminars and a local
conference if possible.
The teaching and research supervision team consists
of: Distinguished Professor Heila Lotz-Sisitka SARChI Chair: Global Change and Social Learning
Systems; Professor Eureta Rosenberg - Chair of
Environment and Sustainability Education; Associate
Professors Lausanne Olvitt and Ingrid Schudel and
Drs Dylan McGarry and Zintle Sonqwaru. In addition,
we make every effort to invite guests with specific
expertise as well as current and past students to
share their research and experience in environmental
education.

APPLICATION PROCESS

COURSE COSTS

Entry to the course requires a Honours degree
in Education or an Honours degree in a related
discipline. Exceptions may occasionally be made.
Selection criteria for the course include:

Detail of fees can be obtained from the Rhodes
University Fees Booklet. In addition to general
course fees and residence fees, students will be
charged for printing of course materials, copyright
costs on readings, excursions and departmental teas.

1 ACADEMIC RECORD
2 DEPTH OF EXPERIENCE IN A RELEVANT FIELD
3 LEADERSHIP AND CATALYTIC IMPACT AT
LOCAL, NATIONAL OR INTERNATIONAL LEVELS
Sign up under ‘admissions’ for completing an online
application using the following link:
https://ross.ru.ac.za/
An application should be accompanied by:
• Full transcripts of previous degrees (unless they
are Rhodes University degrees)
• If the transcript from your latest qualification
does not include a comment on ‘conduct’ you will
need to submit a separate certificate of conduct
from the institution.
• An abbreviated CV, highlighting the areas which
are of relevance to the proposed study
• A two-page motivation covering the following
information:
i) What will be the focus of your research?
ii) Where will you conduct this research and why?
iii) Who else has researched this, when, where and
what are their findings?
iv) What is the research gap that you feel your study
will be addressing?
v) How do you want to research this?
For enquiries regarding your application
status phone: +27 46 603 8889 or email:
The Registrar: registrar@ru.ac.za

Students will need to budget for travel and
subsistence, accommodation while at Rhodes, and
other miscellaneous expenses.
International and SADC students have additional
requirements and need to pay an additional levy.
Details are available through the student fees office:
www.ru.ac.za/studentfeesandfinancialaid/
or queries can be directed to student fees:
studentfees@ru .ac.za
All financial (including financial aid) queries
can be directed through the fees office using the
contacts listed above and through the Rhodes
postgraduate gateway:
www.ru.ac.za/postgraduategateway.

Closing date for all applications

5
JANUARY
2021

Further enquiries on the course curriculum
can be obtained from Associate Professor
@Ingrid Schudel

for further information visit

www.ru.ac.za/elrc [studying]

